
  
Course Number: AGT 100 
 

Course Title: American Government Credit Hours: 3 

Course Description: Existing This course introduces students to the fundamentals of American government and politics, focusing on the historical evolution of 
government and policies, and the major institutions and processes. Course goals include developing an interest in and understanding of today’s government, policy 
development, and politics, as well as developing critical thinking and information literacy skills in the areas of government and politics. Topics include the Constitution; 
federalism; civil rights and liberties; the structure and processes of the three branches of government; political socialization; interest groups and public opinion; political 
parties and the election process; and basic U.S social, economic, and foreign policy. Students will examine institutional structures and how they interact with each other 
to explain the processes of government and how the historical development of the United States has affected the contemporary political environment. Instruction 
includes an analysis of the formal and informal processes by which public policy is made; how individual actors impact the contemporary political environment; and 
application of informational literacy skills in the study of politics. 
 
Course Description: American Government is a class designed to provide students with a historical perspective of the United States government, to provide a basis for 
understanding how our government was formed. The course also presents an overview of how governmental policies, processes, and politics have evolved over time, to 
better understand how our modern government operates. There is special emphasis placed on analyzing and discussing current and relevant issues in government 
today. Topics for this course include the Constitution, the federal system, civil liberties, civil rights, Congress, the presidency, the executive branch, federal bureaucracy, 
the judiciary, political opinion and political socialization, political parties, elections and voting, the campaign process, the news media, interest groups, domestic policy, 
economic policy, foreign policy, and defense policy. 
 

Course Objectives: New 
1. Explain the foundation of the American Government, including the basic tenets of American democracy. 
2. Analyze and explain the rights afforded under the U.S. Constriction, including its amendments.  
3. Identify and explain the roles of the institutions of government, including Congress, the presidency, the executive branch, and the judiciary. 
4. Analyze and describe the importance and influence of public opinion, public influence, and political parties on American government.  
5. Analyze and describe the influence of the news media and special interest groups on American politics.  
6. Identify and summarize the basic elements of U.S. domestic, economic, and foreign policy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 

Titles 
 

Foundations of Government: 
A. American Government: Roots, Context, 
and Culture 
B. The Constitution 
C. The Federal System 
 

Foundations of Government: 
A. Civil Liberties  
B. Civil Rights 

Institutions of Government: 
A. Congress  
B. The Presidency 

Institutions of Government: 
A. The Executive Branch and the Federal 
Bureaucracy  
B. The Judiciary 

Course 
Objectives: 
  
 
 
 
 
 

• Study the U.S. Constitution, analyze its ability 
to meet the needs of a modern society, and 
discuss the possibility of amending it. 

• Explain the functions of government and basic 
tenets of American democracy.  

• Analyze the characteristics of the changing 
American people in comparison to the time the 
U.S. Constitution was written. 

• Explain the concept of political ideology and 
American politics. 

 

• Evaluate the Second Amendment and 
discuss the Right to Bear Arms conferred by 
this amendment.   

• Summarize the guarantees provided by the 
First Amendment and apply these 
guarantees to a modern society. 

• Describe the most important Civil Rights 
movements for our modern society.  

 
 

• Analyze and discuss the personality of a 
president, the influence of public opinion, 
and lessons to be learned from historical 
leaders. 

• Analyze the role of the president as a 
policy maker.  

• Summarize the powers of Congress and 
the potential of these powers to impact the 
U.S. economy. 
 

• Analyze and discuss the role of the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

• Summarize and explain the elements of 
the modern bureaucracy.  

• Identify and explain the elements of the 
federal court system. 

Required 
Resources: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Government: Roots and Reform, 
Chapter 1: American Government: Roots, 
Context, and Culture 
 
American Government: Roots and Reform, 
Chapter 2: The Constitution 
 
American Government: Roots and Reform, 
Chapter 3The Federal System 
 
Supplemental Resources (See Attached 
Document for the complete list) 
 

American Government: Roots and Reform, 
Chapter 4: Civil Liberties 
 
American Government: Roots and Reform, 
Chapter 5: Civil Rights 
 
Supplemental Resources (See Attached 
Document for the complete list) 

American Government: Roots and 
Reform, Chapter 6: Congress 
 
American Government: Roots and 
Reform, Chapter 7: The Presidency 
 
Supplemental Resources (See Attached 
Document for the complete list) 

American Government: Roots and 
Reform, Chapter 8: The Executive Branch 
and the Federal Bureaucracy 
 
American Government: Roots and 
Reform, Chapter 9: The Judiciary 
 
Supplemental Resources (See Attached 
Document for the complete list) 

Discussion 
Prompts/ 
Questions:  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New: Amending the Constitution 
  
Part One Review The Constitution of the United 
States: A Transcription, from the National 
Archives website: 
https://www.archives.gov/founding-
docs/constitution-transcript  
 
Part Two Answer the following in a discussion 
response: 

• Why is the U.S. Constitution still upheld today, 
and is it still followed exactly as it was originally 
written? 

New: Second Amendment and the Right to 
Keep and Bear Arms 
 
Part One Review the following resources: 

• The Second Amendment by Nelson Lund 
and Adam Winkler, National Constitution 
Center (Includes Matters of Debate by 
Nelson Lund, University Professor, Antonin 
Scalia School of Law, George Mason 
University, and Adam Winkler, Professor of 
Law, UCLA School of Law) 
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-
constitution/amendments/amendment-ii  

New: Presidential Leadership and Public 
Opinion 
 
Part One Review the following resources: 

• Charming, Cold: Does Presidential 
Personality Matter? By Alix Spiegel 
https://www.npr.org/2012/10/23/163487916
/charming-cold-does-presidential-
personality-matter  

• George Washington, Genius in Leadership 
By Richard C. Stazesky  
http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/history/articles/
george-washington-genius-in-leadership/  

New: The Role of the Supreme Court   
 
Answer the following in a discussion 
response: 
Evaluate the Supreme Court’s process for 
accepting, hearing, and deciding cases. 
What is the Rule of Four? How Does a 
Case Survive the Process? Why do oral 
arguments remain important to the Court? 
How might a discussion between the 
justices and the parties’ attorneys advance 
and improve judges’ decision making? 

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendments/amendment-ii
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendments/amendment-ii
https://www.npr.org/2012/10/23/163487916/charming-cold-does-presidential-personality-matter
https://www.npr.org/2012/10/23/163487916/charming-cold-does-presidential-personality-matter
https://www.npr.org/2012/10/23/163487916/charming-cold-does-presidential-personality-matter
http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/history/articles/george-washington-genius-in-leadership/
http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/history/articles/george-washington-genius-in-leadership/


• Should the U.S. Constitution be amended or 
replaced to meet the needs of a modern 
society? Why or why not? Cite specific reasons 
to support your analysis.  

 
Supplemental Resources 

• The U.S. Constitution Is Impossible to Amend 
by Eric Posner 

• http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politic
s/view_from_chicago/2014/05/amending_the_c
onstitution_is_much_too_hard_blame_the_foun
ders.html 

• Interactive Constitution 

• https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-
constitution  

 
 
 
 

• To Keep and Bear Arms by Nelson Lund, 
Patrick Henry Professor of Constitutional Law 
and the Second Amendment, George Mason 
University School of Law 
http://www.heritage.org/constitution/#!/amend
ments/2/essays/142/to-keep-and-bear-arms 

• United States: Gun Ownership and the 
Supreme Court, from the Library of Congress 
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/second-
amendment.php  

 
Part Two Answer the following in a discussion 
response: 

• Explain how the Second Amendment was 
used to confer gun ownership rights up to 
2008. 

• Explain how a Supreme Court decision in 
2008 redefined the interpretation of the 
Second Amendment, with regards to gun 
ownership rights. 

• Evaluate the wording used within the Second 
Amendment, such as "a well regulated 
militia", "security of a free State", and keep 
and bear arms"; and how those phrases 
apply to a modern society. 

 

• Abraham Lincoln and Public Opinion from 
The Lehrman Institute (See list of 83 
sources presented in the reference list) 
http://www.abrahamlincolnsclassroom.org/
abraham-lincoln-in-depth/abraham-lincoln-
and-public-opinion/  

 
Part Two Consider the following as you 
begin to develop your discussion response: 
In Chapter Seven of the assigned reading, 
you learned about Presidential Leadership 
and the Importance of Public Opinion. One of 
the resources assigned above has you 
consider the importance of presidential 
personality. Another resource presents an 
overview of the leadership style of our first 
present. Finally, the third resource listed 
analyzes Lincoln's understanding and 
influence of public opinion. 
 
Part Three Answer the following in a 
discussion response: 

• What does it mean to the American people 
for a president to have a personality, and 
how is it possible to have a personality 
which appeals to such a diverse 
population? 

• How does public opinion influence the work 
of a president? 

• When you read about the leadership of 
Washington and Lincoln, what lessons can 
be learned about presidential leadership 
and public opinion? 

 

Assignments: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New: Test Your Knowledge About History, 
Week One 
 
Instructions: Attached is a list of concepts and 
topics you will be studying this week. You can 
use this worksheet to test your knowledge prior 
to reviewing the assigned materials, and then as 
a study guide while reviewing the assigned 
materials. There isn't a grade assigned to this 
pre-test. It will help to prepare you for all learning 
activities this week. (Please see the separate 
attachment) 

New: Test Your Knowledge About History, 
Week Two 
 
Instructions: Attached is a list of concepts and 
topics you will be studying this week. You can 
use this worksheet to test your knowledge prior 
to reviewing the assigned materials, and then 
as a study guide while reviewing the assigned 
materials. There isn't a grade assigned to this 
pre-test. It will help to prepare you for all 
learning activities this week. (Please see the 
separate attachment) 

New: Test Your Knowledge About History, 
Week Three 
 
Instructions: Attached is a list of concepts 
and topics you will be studying this week. 
You can use this worksheet to test your 
knowledge prior to reviewing the assigned 
materials, and then as a study guide while 
reviewing the assigned materials. There isn't 
a grade assigned to this pre-test. It will help 
to prepare you for all learning activities this 
week. (Please see the separate attachment) 

New: Test Your Knowledge About 
History, Week Four 
 
Instructions: Attached is a list of concepts 
and topics you will be studying this week. 
You can use this worksheet to test your 
knowledge prior to reviewing the assigned 
materials, and then as a study guide while 
reviewing the assigned materials. There 
isn't a grade assigned to this pre-test. It will 
help to prepare you for all learning activities 

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/view_from_chicago/2014/05/amending_the_constitution_is_much_too_hard_blame_the_founders.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/view_from_chicago/2014/05/amending_the_constitution_is_much_too_hard_blame_the_founders.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/view_from_chicago/2014/05/amending_the_constitution_is_much_too_hard_blame_the_founders.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/view_from_chicago/2014/05/amending_the_constitution_is_much_too_hard_blame_the_founders.html
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution
http://www.heritage.org/constitution/#!/amendments/2/essays/142/to-keep-and-bear-arms
http://www.heritage.org/constitution/#!/amendments/2/essays/142/to-keep-and-bear-arms
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/second-amendment.php
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/second-amendment.php
http://www.abrahamlincolnsclassroom.org/abraham-lincoln-in-depth/abraham-lincoln-and-public-opinion/
http://www.abrahamlincolnsclassroom.org/abraham-lincoln-in-depth/abraham-lincoln-and-public-opinion/
http://www.abrahamlincolnsclassroom.org/abraham-lincoln-in-depth/abraham-lincoln-and-public-opinion/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
New: Week One Assignment One: Functions 
of Government, Basic Tenets of American 
Democracy 
  
Part One 
For this essay, first explain in your own words the 
functions of government, based upon what you 
have learned from the assigned readings this 
week.  
 
Part Two 
For the second part of your essay, explain in 
your own words what the basic tenets of the 
American Democracy are and what this means to 
you as an American citizen.  
 
Part Three 
For the last and concluding section of your 
essay, consider the time period when our country 
was established and these functions/tenets 
established. Are these functions/tenets still 
applicable and relevant today? Why or why not? 
Please use specific examples to support your 
essay.  
 
New: Week One Assignment Two: The 
Changing American People 
  
As you learned in Chapter One of the assigned 
reading this week, the population of the United 
States was vastly different at the time of 
ratification of the U.S. Constitution than it is 
today.  
 
For this essay, conduct research and ascertain 
what you believe are the most critical challenges 
our country is going to need to address regarding 
a changing American people in our modern 
society.  
 
Answer the following question as part of your 
response: 

• How can our modern government address the 
needs of all citizens, including those who are 

 
New: Week Two Assignment One: First 
Amendment Guarantees 
This week you have learned about First 
Amendment guarantees.  

• Summarize those First Amendment 
guarantees in your own words. 

• Explain how these guarantees are applicable 
to a modern society, and how these 
guarantees have been updated. 

 
New: Week Two Assignment Two: Civil 
Rights and Modern Activism  
 
This week you have learned about several Civil 
Rights movements, up to the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. Civil Rights movements continued, along 
with reform centered on affirmative action.  
For this essay, summarize some of the most 
important Civil Rights movements for the 
current, modern society and as you do, reflect 
upon what you have also learned about the 
U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  

 
New: Week Three Assignment One: The 
President as Policy Maker  
 
Part One Review the resources: 

• What Can the President Really Do? By 
Gabrielle Levy 
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/artic
les/2016-10-31/what-can-the-president-
really-do  

• How Much Power Does The President 
Really Have?  Heard on Talk of the Nation, 
Guests: 

• Ted Koppel, commentator, NPR and 
Douglas Brinkley, Rice University 
https://www.npr.org/2012/10/15/162948733
/how-much-power-does-the-president-
really-have  

 
Part Two 
Within Chapter Seven you read about the 
role of the president as a policy maker. For 
this essay, you are going to analyze the 
actual nature of the president's role in policy 
making. Does the president hold policy 
making capabilities? Why or why not? To 
what extent does a president have an ability 
to create, shape, or influence policies and 
laws? 
 
 
New: Week Three Assignment Two: The 
Powers of Congress 
  
Part One Please review the following 
resource:  

• U.S. Congress' Powerful Impact on the 
Economy By Kimberly Amadeo 
https://www.thebalance.com/u-s-congress-
definition-duties-effect-on-economy-
3305980  

 
Part Two 
For this assignment, please address the 
following: 

this week. (Please see the separate 
attachment) 
 
New: Week Four Assignment One: The 
Modern Bureaucracy 
  
For this essay, please answer the following 
questions: How would you answer, in your 
own words, based upon what you have 
learned this week: Who are the 
bureaucrats? What are the three primary 
categories not covered by the civil service 
system? What was the most recent addition 
to the bureaucracy?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
New: Week Four Assignment Two: The 
Federal Court System 
   
For this essay, please answer the following 
questions: How would you answer, in your 
own words, based upon what you have 
learned this week: Explain the organization 
of the federal court system, which is a three-
tiered system. What are the three trial 
courts you learned about in the assigned 
reading this week? 

https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2016-10-31/what-can-the-president-really-do
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2016-10-31/what-can-the-president-really-do
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2016-10-31/what-can-the-president-really-do
https://www.npr.org/2012/10/15/162948733/how-much-power-does-the-president-really-have
https://www.npr.org/2012/10/15/162948733/how-much-power-does-the-president-really-have
https://www.npr.org/2012/10/15/162948733/how-much-power-does-the-president-really-have
https://www.thebalance.com/u-s-congress-definition-duties-effect-on-economy-3305980
https://www.thebalance.com/u-s-congress-definition-duties-effect-on-economy-3305980
https://www.thebalance.com/u-s-congress-definition-duties-effect-on-economy-3305980


so vastly different from the citizens of the time 
when the Constitution was ratified? 

 
 
New: Week One Assignment Three: Political 
Ideology and American Politics 
  
Part One: For this assignment, begin by 
explaining the concept of political ideology, in 
your own words, based upon what you have 
learned from the assigned readings this week. 
This should include a summary of the four 
functions of political ideology.  
 
Part Two: What are the potential challenges or 
problems for ideological labels? 
 
Part Three: For the last section of your paper, 
summarize what the concept of American politics 
means, in your own words, based upon what you 
have learned from the assigned readings this 
week. What challenges for a modern society do 
you believe our founders could have never 
foreseen when establishing our government? 
 

• Identify three of the most significant powers 
of Congress. 

• Describe the most important powers 
Congress holds, especially as related to 
the U.S. economy. 

 

Quizzes: 
Existing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz – Due each week: Take the Weekly Quiz 
and submit. Please ensure your internet 
connection is stable and you have reviewed all 
corresponding quiz material, as you will only get 
ONE attempt at the Quiz. 

Quiz – Due each week: Take the Weekly Quiz 
and submit. Please ensure your internet 
connection is stable and you have reviewed all 
corresponding quiz material, as you will only 
get ONE attempt at the Quiz. 

Quiz – Due each week: Take the Weekly 
Quiz and submit. Please ensure your internet 
connection is stable and you have reviewed 
all corresponding quiz material, as you will 
only get ONE attempt at the Quiz. 

Quiz – Due each week: Take the Weekly 
Quiz and submit. Please ensure your 
internet connection is stable and you have 
reviewed all corresponding quiz material, as 
you will only get ONE attempt at the Quiz. 

Quizzes:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 Item Quiz: Covers the highlights of the 
assigned reading this week, to reinforce 
important course concepts.  

10 Item Quiz: Covers the highlights of the 
assigned reading this week, to reinforce 
important course concepts. 

10 Item Quiz: Covers the highlights of the 
assigned reading this week, to reinforce 
important course concepts. 

10 Item Quiz: Covers the highlights of the 
assigned reading this week, to reinforce 
important course concepts. 

 
 
 
 



 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 

Titles 
 Political Behavior: 

A. Public Opinion and Political Socialization  
B. Political Parties 

Political Behavior: 
A. Elections and Voting  
B. The Campaign Process 

Political Behavior: 
A. The News Media  
B. Interest Groups 

Public Policy: 
A. Domestic Policy  
B. Economic Policy  
C. Foreign and Defense Policy 
 

Course 
Objectives: 
  
 
 
 
 
 

• Analyze and discuss the American political 
party system. 

• Identify the elements of public opinion research 
and analyze the importance of public opinion 
polls. 

• Explain the important functions performed by 
American political parties.  

 

• Analyze and discuss the electoral college.  

• Identify challenges associated with voter 
turnout for presidential elections and 
solutions to fix it. 

• Explain the elements involved in political 
campaigning.  
 

• Analyze and discuss news media bias, 
including presence of fake news in the 
media.  

• Identify and describe current news media 
trends. 

• Analyze and describe the activities of 
special interest groups, along with the 
purpose of lobbying. 
 

• Analyze and discuss challenges for 
foreign and defense policy in the United 
States. 

• Identify and describe challenges for U.S. 
domestic policy.  

• Analyze and describe monetary policy 
tools.  
 

Required 
Resources: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Government: Roots and Reform, 
Chapter 10: Public Opinion and Political 
Socialization 
 
American Government: Roots and Reform, 
Chapter 11: Political Parties 
 
Supplemental Resources (See Attached 
Document for the complete list) 

American Government: Roots and Reform, 
Chapter 12: Elections and Voting 
 
American Government: Roots and Reform, 
Chapter 13: The Campaign Process 
 
Supplemental Resources (See Attached 
Document for the complete list) 

American Government: Roots and 
Reform, Chapter 14 
 
American Government: Roots and 
Reform, Chapter 15 
 
Supplemental Resources (See Attached 
Document for the complete list) 

American Government: Roots and 
Reform, Chapter 16 
 
American Government: Roots and 
Reform, Chapter 17 
 
American Government: Roots and 
Reform, Chapter 18 
 
Supplemental Resources (See Attached 
Document for the complete list) 

Discussion 
Prompts/ 
Questions:  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New: Changing the American Political Party 
System 
 
Part One: The textbook posed a question for you 
to answer in the first part of your discussion 
response: Are American Political Parties 
Polarized? Why or why not. Cite specific 
examples when possible. 
 
Part Two: Should the two-party political system 
be changed? For example, could the Libertarian 
Party become a major party in the United States? 
Why or why not? Cite specific examples when 
possible to support your analysis. 
 

New: Changing the Electoral College 
 
Explain how a presidential candidate can win 
the popular vote but still lose the presidential 
election. In addition, answer the question 
posed in the textbook reading this week: 
Should the electoral college be reformed? Why 
or why not? Share specific examples to help 
support your analysis when possible. 

New: Influence of News Media, News 
Media Bias 
 
Part One: Chapter 14 presents the following 
questions for you to consider:  
How much influence do the media actually 
have on the public’s understanding of 
political issues? Do the media have a 
discernible ideological bent or bias, as some 
people suggest? Are people able to resist 
information that is inconsistent with their 
preexisting beliefs? And, how much 
confidence does the public have in the news 
media? 
 
Part Two: Before you develop a discussion 
response, now consider the advent of fake 
news, especially after the last presidential 

New: Challenges in Foreign and Defense 
Policy 
 
Please answer the following in a discussion 
response: 
What are the current issues facing the 
United States with regards to foreign and 
defense policy? Which of these issues are 
the most pressing for this country and why? 
Who are the four types of interest groups 
that attempt to influence foreign and 
defense policy decisions, and what is the 
purpose for trying to exert influence? 



election. What role does or should the media 
have in the prevention of fake news? 
 
Part Three: Develop a discussion question 
response based upon your analysis of Part 
One and Part Two. 
 

Assignments: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New: Test Your Knowledge About History, 
Week Five 
 
Instructions: Attached is a list of concepts and 
topics you will be studying this week. You can 
use this worksheet to test your knowledge prior 
to reviewing the assigned materials, and then as 
a study guide while reviewing the assigned 
materials. There isn't a grade assigned to this 
pre-test. It will help to prepare you for all learning 
activities this week. (Please see the separate 
attachment) 
 
New: Week Five Assignment One: Public 
Opinion Research, Polls  
 
Your essay should explain the following, in your 
own words, based upon what you have learned 
this week: 
#1. Describe the methods for conducting and 
analyzing different types of public opinion polls.  
#2. Assess the potential shortcomings of polling. 
 
Here are the questions your essay should 
analyze and answer: 
#1. Does public opinion influence politics and if 
so, in what ways. Share or cite examples in your 
analysis.  
#2. Should every politician, every member of 
Congress, and every lawmaker be concerned 
with public opinions and public research? Why or 
why not?  
 
 
New: Week Five Assignment Two: American 
Political Parties 
 
Identify the five most important functions, in your 
own words, that are performed by American 

New: Test Your Knowledge About History, 
Week Six 
 
Instructions: Attached is a list of concepts and 
topics you will be studying this week. You can 
use this worksheet to test your knowledge prior 
to reviewing the assigned materials, and then 
as a study guide while reviewing the assigned 
materials. There isn't a grade assigned to this 
pre-test. It will help to prepare you for all 
learning activities this week. (Please see the 
separate attachment) 
 
New: Week Six Assignment One, 
Presidential Elections, Voter Turnout 
 
The textbook lists seven factors that influence 
voter choice. Which of these factors do you 
believe are the most influential for presidential 
elections? The presidential election is 
considered to be the most important of all 
elections and yet voter turnout is historically 
low. Why do you believe voter turnout is so 
low? Do you have specific reasons or 
examples to cite? What do you believe can be 
done to improve voter turnout, other than 
change the candidates? 
 
 
New: Week Six Assignment Two: Political 
Campaigning  
 
Please answer the following for this essay: 

• What is the purpose and role of a campaign 
consultant? 

• How do campaigns raise money? 

• As part of the campaigning process, how do 
candidates and media consultants try to 
control the media? 

New: Test Your Knowledge About History, 
Week Seven 
 
Instructions: Attached is a list of concepts 
and topics you will be studying this week. 
You can use this worksheet to test your 
knowledge prior to reviewing the assigned 
materials, and then as a study guide while 
reviewing the assigned materials. There isn't 
a grade assigned to this pre-test. It will help 
to prepare you for all learning activities this 
week. (Please see the separate attachment) 
 
New: Week Seven Assignment One: News 
Media Trends  
 
Part One: Describe in your own words, 
based upon what you have learned in the 
assigned reading this week, what the four 
major trends in the new media are today. 
  
Part Two: Pick two of these trends and 
describe how it can have a potential impact 
on American government and politics in 
general.  
 
New: Week Seven Assignment Two: 
Special Interest Groups  
 
This week you have learned about special 
interest groups and lobbyists. 
 
Part One: Describe the role of a lobbyist. 
What are the potential conflicts or challenges 
you can foresee for the role of a lobbyist? 
 
Part Two: Conduct research and find an 
example of a special interest group. Provide 
a summary of this group, along with any 

New: Test Your Knowledge About 
History, Week Eight 
 
Instructions: Attached is a list of concepts 
and topics you will be studying this week. 
You can use this worksheet to test your 
knowledge prior to reviewing the assigned 
materials, and then as a study guide while 
reviewing the assigned materials. There 
isn't a grade assigned to this pre-test. It will 
help to prepare you for all learning activities 
this week. (Please see the separate 
attachment) 
 
New: Week Eight Assignment One: 
Challenges in Domestic Policy  
 
Part One: In your own words, summarize 
the three major types of domestic policies 
outlined in the assigned reading this week.  
 
Part Two: Conduct additional research to 
help you analyze ongoing challenges for 
these three domestic policy types. 
Summarize and describe the most 
significant challenges for these policies 
based upon current research.  
 
  
New: Week Eight Assignment Two: Tools 
of Monetary Policy  
 
In your own words, summarize and describe 
the primary monetary policy tools you have 
learned about this week in the assigned 
reading. In addition, answer the following 
question posed in Chapter 17: Is it the 
government’s responsibility to minimize the 



political parties based upon what you have 
learned this week from the assigned readings. 
 
 

• What changes do you believe should be 
made to the political campaigning process to 
improve it? Please cite specific reasons and 
examples where applicable.  

 

available published information about the 
group’s lobbying activities.  
 
 

economic impact of recessions, or to 
prevent depressions? 
 
 
 

Quizzes: 
Existing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz – Due each week: Take the Weekly Quiz 
and submit. Please ensure your internet 
connection is stable and you have reviewed all 
corresponding quiz material, as you will only get 
ONE attempt at the Quiz. 

Quiz – Due each week: Take the Weekly Quiz 
and submit. Please ensure your internet 
connection is stable and you have reviewed all 
corresponding quiz material, as you will only 
get ONE attempt at the Quiz. 

Quiz – Due each week: Take the Weekly 
Quiz and submit. Please ensure your internet 
connection is stable and you have reviewed 
all corresponding quiz material, as you will 
only get ONE attempt at the Quiz. 

Quiz – Due each week: Take the Weekly 
Quiz and submit. Please ensure your 
internet connection is stable and you have 
reviewed all corresponding quiz material, as 
you will only get ONE attempt at the Quiz. 
 
Final Exam: Take the Final Exam in Week 
8 of the course and submit. Please ensure 
your internet connection is stable and you 
have reviewed all corresponding test 
materials from previous weeks, as you will 
only get ONE attempt at the Exam. 
 

Quizzes:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 Item Quiz: Covers the highlights of the 
assigned reading this week, to reinforce 
important course concepts. 

10 Item Quiz: Covers the highlights of the 
assigned reading this week, to reinforce 
important course concepts. 

10 Item Quiz: Covers the highlights of the 
assigned reading this week, to reinforce 
important course concepts. 

10 Item Quiz: Covers the highlights of the 
assigned reading this week, to reinforce 
important course concepts. 
 
 

 
 
 


